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Mr. Awais Ghani: (Continued).... His wisdom n
that. What we choose to adopt 1 got we do not, he is wery,
very important for our future. We talk about this after little
while. T just want to, in the context of Pakistan State that in this
real world of competing nation  States . The stranger  States
they want to dominate whal arc the options for the weaker
States . ‘There are two options cither subservience and if you
not over the ling then there 1s isolution, So, the choice 18 wvery
limited but more of this later. Now, | come to the issue at hand
because we will talk now about the regional damage . I talked
about the global dimension that is the canvass . the
background on which this cnlirc game is being played out and
let us see how it affected the region. And. 1 talk about the
region that is Pakistan . Afghamstan , Iran . Central  Asian
Republics ,  India The entire region which s disturbed  today
and the centre of world's altention . What we see today in the
region is also a fallout of the global geo-political game. In this,

of lale since manv years Pakistan has been blamed by the entire



world . Press, they say, Pakistan is doing this, Pakistan is domnt
that, Pakistan is doing a double game, Pakistan has done that,
Pakistan is responsible for all this terrorism , for all  this
extremism . We have heard this agam and again and again. 1 was
telling one Western diplomat . 1 said, Excellency . 1t has no
affect on us any more because vou have played painted a black
that another  quote of  paint 18 not  going to make any
difference to us. You can pgo andsay what vou want but the
fact 18 and this is what | have told. 1T have been telling
everybody . The fact is Pakistan 1dd not invile theSoviet Ar my
o Afghanistan in 1979 to nvade . Pakistan did not do it
Somebody elsedid Pakistan did not locate and bring OsamaBin
Ladin to this region somebldy esle did. Pakistan did not invite
Osama Bin Ladin and Ius Al-Qaeda 2nd time into Afghanistan,
somebody else did it . Today the United States and coalition
troops or NATO are i Afghamstan not on the invitation of
Pakistan . somcbody  else . But  whathas  been  happening s
Pakistan has beenfacing the fallout from the anarchy and
cxhaos in Afghanistan ove the past 30 years. Now a days, there
is a tendencypeopletalk about 9/11 and what has happened

afterwards  but  they don't  realizethat our problem starled in
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1979 30 wvears agoand il is prolonged conflict i this region
which hasdestabilised the region . It has brulalizedsocicly and
that 15 whyv, we are seeing all this violence. Tts, 1 will explain this
lateralso, Tnoall this Pakistan not a very large nation, not
JTJFH viery prosperious ong sUll comimg ap, still inoits as 1 say,
G e S (5 L e Y 5 B g o g oL
What is 60 plus years of history, Weare - Iﬁ g U:ﬁ: d’. P d!f
stll moving oul [rom
bayvhood into our youth but Palkastan has been acting as a true
nation State in that it has facing this fallout and orgamzing
itself manoeuvringete. to protect its own intercsts and looking
at it from its own form of reference. I sav; Pakistan is a victim
because now a day savt the problem is in Pakistan. I say;
Pakislan is a vichm of itwhy"? Becausewe may dispute and
debate every other issue thal Pakistan has done this or that or
that as the world does it. But there is one aspect which is
nobody can dispute and that 15 a that every single bullet, every
gun, every bomb, everv rocket, every ounce of explosive,
3very gram of heroine comes from Afghanistan. None of it
comesirom Pakistan, Whatever we are seemng today, evervthing

comesfromthere, Thev talk about cross-border errorism rom



Pakistan. Mobody talks about this cross-borderterrorisminto
Pakistanand this has been happening for since 30 years. Thirty
vears, ladies and gentlemen! Whose responsibility 1s this
control this. Those who if assume responsibility in
Afgthanistan. They zre the ones who are responsible for it.
They are supposed 1o cheek 1t, cheek thatall this arament and
explosives, The onewhich made all this high level of lerrorism
possible and this violence opoYssibleshould be checked. It
should not come into akistan and wehave been sercaming and
shouting about this andit is not that we did not go on about
this or do not that we did not take 1ot up with the rest of the
world We did, yet it 1s hapopening and it is For those who
responsible across the border. They have Lo control it] 1 have
taken up this 1ssue several tmes2ith them. Thed government as
taken it up thatlook tyou talk vou say, you are. you know,
monitoring everything and you jhaveall these Fan ey gadgets
to look at allthis. You can see one person coming from Pakistan
crossing the borderand creating problems 15 Pakistan. Do you
notsee these trucksand pick-ups of a heavy weaponry being
transportedacross. Ever once and this is a question |

haveasked repeatedly from our allies. Ever onceinthese four and



a half vears in Baloclustan,two vears here, sixand a half’ vears.
Ever once if anvone has said that look Governor, we can'lstop
it here 1s one consignmentof weapons or explosive cxoming in
and you stop it overthere, Ever onee, never, Now, lsaid itis a

regional problemabut the canvass is the global competition

thatis taking place, global geo-politics. 1 am sure, ladies and

gentlemen! You must have heard about the great game which

was plaved between Russia and, the Russian Empire and the

British Em;pire. It was called a game because there were two
playersa and we were caught in between but today what 15

happening in
Afghanistan is not a great gameat all. It is what | have called
the greal

{buzkashy) Why? Because let's look at all the players thatLjﬂ/ 7

are there.

There is Afghamstan. there is Pakistan.there is Iran,there 18
India,there 15 the United States of America. There 15 all Curope
through NATO, there is Russia important player There is China
. there is the Central Asian Republics, there is Turkey, there s

the Middle East and there is, and I will explain the impact of

that later. A very important player that the international Narco



mafia, whose main business today is Afthanistan and in this
evervbody isseeking to promote their own interests, Make
their own games. So. i vou know somethingabout the gameof
buzkashv. There is that goat for which allthese horse-niders are
fighting and in this game thepoor goat is pulled and pushed
and thrown and trumpled and at the end of the game. It is not
recognizable anymoreas a goat.So. poor
Afghanistan that has been centre of this Buzkashy s slowly
andslowly becoming more and more unrecognizable. Ladics
and gentlemen! It is a vear 2004 when Pakistan started warning
its allies that thev were headed for failurc in Afghamstan. It
was not ust verbal. it was i writing and repeated again and
arain. Why they were headedPor failure. We also explam 1t
itwas not just. We say, why you are poing tofaill 7We say, you
are headed for failure because of two reasons, twomain reasons
No.1, there was this global wsdr on terror. Go what globalwar
on lerror, We say look, this is wrong strategy. [t 1s muddled
strateev. You say global war on terror, What are you going to
do about terrorist situations in Sri Lanka, Baast Spain, in
Ireland, in Rwanda, Are you goingto bomb everybody. You

should to re-phrase it to read as war on global terronsm. So



that you can differentiate between the global terrorists, who
have a global design. a global agenda and a global reach as
opposcd to the local nulitants, Who have a local political
agenda and a local reach, In the global war on terror and what
you are lumping them together. You are compounding vour
own problems. It makes better strategic sense to divide because
have to
be treated separately. You can'l do it this way and it should be
walked rather than go what, And we said, because of this you
are not goingto get your results. We have been proved right
today, the allics are talking about some sort ofdifferentiation
between the global terrorists and the local militants or local
insurgents in Afghanistan. The other reason why we said you
are headed forfailure 15, and this 1s mind your 2004 and 2005
beginning, Repeatedly we said, we said for thelove of God. Do
not allow opium cultivation tn Afghanistan. Afgthanistan
iscomphicated as it 1s and
if you do this, You are going toloose Afghamstan. Reason?
(ne, the mnsurgents there are hard-presed and you will
throwthem afunding lifelineand they will revive.

Ladicsandgentlemen! We have seen they have



revivedandtoday the world is talking about the nexus between
narcolics and terror, Secondly, we said please understand what
narcotics do. it will crimimalize the economy in Afghamstan
and it will crimimalize society, 1t will eriminalize the government
and 1hwill becomea governmentwhich will not be ableto govern,
Andthiredly. we said: bevond a certain pomnt vou wall create
such a huge vested interest of the international narco mafian
continued confliclin Afthanistan. So, that they can continue
with their business and vou will looseAf ghanistan. When we
sound it this waming and repeatedly not here at every forum.
of course, we didn't do it publicly. We kept an talking to the
policy
makersthere at that time they should pick up the United
Nalionsrepor! on
narcotics you will see, At that time there was 10 thousand acres
cultivation in Balochistan, our Balochistan. Twenty-eight
thewsand acres
in NWFP and FATA and 38 thousand acres in Afshanistan.
In two years, 2004 and2005 in Balochistan we have brought it
to zero and we did it with will and with resolve. In NWFP and

FATA 18 down Mrom28 thousand (o lessthan (4



thousandacres but in that period in Afghanistan it shot
through the roof from 38 thousandacresto over 400 thousand
acres. Today in Afghanistan 15 supplying 93% of the world's
demand for opiumand heroin. Ninety-three percent, it 1s valued
Ladies and gentlemen! Notmy Figures these are all figures from
United MNations and their surveys, This narcotic is valued at 38
billion dollars per annuwmtromthe market. 'Three to four billion
dollars perannum from the market. Three to four billion dollars
comesbackinto Afghanistan. The rest stays in the pockewts of
the international narcomafia. Look at the stake. we don't have
the sort o mancy which is being generated over there. Andsee
what has happJienedtoAfthanistan, Every word we said has
been proven to be right and we told them look . We with that,
we said; rememberhistory cvidencesthat there canbe no pure
military solution in Afghamstan right from the time of
Alexander till now. Nobody ahs been able toeffect a pure
military solution in Afghamstan. There has to be a parallel
political strategy. | use to give the example of Alexander, |
said; let us go back to Alexander When Alexander came here in
thisregion he faughtmany battlesandhewon them One of the

brggest battles hefaught were, was in this region where he



defeated King Porous, Raja Porous he captured and history
records that famous incident, When Porous was produced
before Alexander andAlex\ander asked him a question, What
sort of treatment do you expectfrom me and Porousgave backa
verykingly reply, As onckingd should treat another kind, What
15 the Alexanderdo it, he does not cutoft his head. He
reinstates him as his ally king back in his kingdom. That Ladies
and Crentlemen' was the political solution. Because Alexander
undierstood that there can not be amilitary solution, We saud,
forget about old historv, Look at recent history, look at the
British Empire. It was a super power they had to come to come
lo a political solution and look at the Soviet Empire, They came
and they through an everything they had to theirown
detriment but what was the end result. They did not seek a
proper political solution, Look al their, and vou have to seck
the political solution. Yes, miiit::ir}' pressure is what creates the
environment but the real solution is a politicalsolution, And,
we also told them that a stable Afghamstan will be achieved.a
political stability i Afshamstan when all. 1 repeat, when all
power groups all Afghan power groups in Afghanistan

irrespeertive of the length of their beards, no beards, short



beards andlong beards. As long as, they are Afgthan political
power groups they must have their just political share in any
political dispensation in Afghanistan. Only then vou will have
political stability, you try to exclude one politicalgroup out of
ityou will never have peace i Algthanistan. Understand that,
that 15 the bottomline and we have been sayving this since 2004
MNow, today we are
has been lot of ! HQJ.P.' proved right but after as they sav:
death,
destruction, blood split, problems spilling into Pakistan cle cte
. We do ho pe that the as we see some glimmer of hope that
people are talkingabout dialogue. People are talking about
differentiating between a global and local militants. We hope
that they will continue down this path and find a solution. 1 do
nol wantlo waste time I will just say something very brief
about Afehanistan that's a bigger subjeet but the sociely in
Afghanistan has broken down, its structures has broken down
that society has to be restructured. What happened was when
the Soviel's invaded in Afphamstan the clite class of
Afghanistan which are supposed to give leadership (o thal

unfortunate nation. They abandoned
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ship, they are ran away. The ones with greater means ran away
to US and BEurope. the ones with lesser ones turned up in
Islamabad, Lahore, Karachi, The ones, he iswith lesser meansa
who are in Peshawar, Kohat, DIK. The poorest of them who are
all in the refugee camp and that nation was left leaderless in the
fact of that invasion. In to that leadership vacuum walkedin the
religious scholars and the Mullah, They picked up the flag of
resistence and they ledthe right backand they paid a huge price
for it and they succeeded. Yes. the world evervhody camein
biut they came m evervbody to Turther therr own interest
Whather it was the rest of the world or asked for evervbody
but they did it. Because of that today and we tell our allies
again andagam please understand. The Mullah today in
Afghanistan is a political reality. We haveto deal with them.
You have no other choice, Now, | come to the national
dimension and the local dimension with which we are
concerned, Again, Ladies and Gentlemen! The canvassof the
geo-political competition in the world that is the canvass based
on that what do we have here? We in Pakistan are based olin

two Fault hines, one 15 a geo-techtanie Fault Tine, Ths an
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faultline. The
geo-political f region (1 ;ﬂthcr 18 a geo-political Faultline
St
Thus 15 the destiny of tlus area and it 1s nothing new-<— s
and let's
-t LT e JIL L (Sl - &5 ...F.Tnot go into history.
TSI AT o (T e o i e s
We have not gone - (Jf (§ A~ Z Al I(‘f ﬁif.d"lﬂ_ﬁ Cf'{-
inte the world, the waorld has
come here and we have alwayvs had to fight them off, Let's not
go too far off. 1947, we lost half the country. nulitary defeat.
How many years that would be? 34 vears, not 24 years, Seven
years later another super power invades Afghanistan comes to
our border an hour from Peshawar. The very next week, we
started Facing bomb explosions i Peshawar, We ware again in
a peo-political game, 1979, 19&'.2; that super power moves back. |
think, 12 vears later another super power and nulitary power
NATO alliance has comein and we are still fighting mean. So,
what I wani to say 15 that we Pakistanis must understand that
where we are located in a geo-political faultline. Only remember,

only strong tough nations can survive in this environment and
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i destiny has placed us over here. Destiny sces inous that
strength, that toughness. that resilience to
and jﬂ' [ A’j | survive in these environment andwe are surviving.
wa shll
continue to survive. Now, the terrorism issue that we are facing
. We have to analyse what are we facing. Thev are talking
about Taliban, they a re tallking about this group and that
group anmd thart group. And, Twall in brel explain to vou what
we are facing, We will not talk about Afghanistan, We will talk
about now on the narrow focus in our area in FATA, NWFP
and the rest of the country, There are Four, roughly Tour
discernible groups or types that we see in that area. No.l, we
have what [ call the purists. | call them the purists because their
Focus is Iihad in Afghanmistan, They say il was Jhad against
the Soviet occupation, So, it is Jihad against the American and
their NATO go occupation. If that was Jihad. this 1s Jihad. If
this 15 not Jihad and that 15 also Jihad, as far as, we are
concerncdwe have nol made our decision and their Tocus s
there now, Who are they, there are in them we have all shades,
we have now  loal Arabs, Chechans, Americans, Malaysians,

Bangladeshis, some Pungbis, some we have Turkman, Uzbek,
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Chechans cle. ¢te. But amall numbers, lots of Uzbeks, of course,
here. | am conscious of the fact that | am talking about very
sensitive ticks but I think it 1s time we talked openly. It 1s time
we talked about it to ourselvesand thank vou very much. This
is a tradition in Parliaments, | have never been in Parliament
before. But thank vou very much I am glad you agree with me
there. | think Pakistan should stop the apologetic about itself.

Its time we talk straight about what we feel about these issues.

So. one is the purist and the thing that separates them from the

others 1s that the focus of their Jihad 15 1n
You talk to them or vou don't talk to them, it ¥ Afghanistan.
miakes no

difference. | mean. 1 don't know why have call this place here

because T wanted to tell you. | tell you a couple of stonies that
they have putted on the papers tomorrow then we will be in
bigproblems. 1 will be suffergr, that doesn't matter all nght,

Some other time [ will tell you mice stories.
Fo e o et end e AU
Then we have the sceond group. '['he_L}h-P: *l:f;:.. ;_,U]L-.”
second group if known as the

TTP (the Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan), which have till now
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- _,; nolonger but in September, 2008, We made a some sort of
on itand we said that
they are the biggest proup, There are so many groups from
Swat to South Waziristan. They arc the largest 7 thousand men
in arms who were fighting but they were dif ferent. They also
talk about Jehad but they are different because the focus of
their Jihad is entirelv Pakistan. They are not interested in finng
a single bullet on the other side, entirely Pakistan so far.
Naturally, Pakistan’s focus was that and for us it is, they arca
big puzzle. Because they are the largest in September, 2008 we
estimated they were about 13 thousand militants in arms all
over, Each was being paid between six to eight thousand at
that time Rupees per month. Our levy Khasadar was being paid
three thousand. four thousand. The Frontier Corps soldier was
being paid less than six thousand. So. they were being paid six
to eight thousand. their commbnd as well being paid that time
twelve to eighteen thousand per month, Their ration, food free,
Their guns totally free. their ammunilion as much as they
wanted free, They were highly mobile in 4x4 vehicle, diesel Free,
maintenance (ree, tyres free

They had the most modern communication equipment. In



50mME< CASCs,
in general cases, they were able to intercept what we were
lalking
and in many cases were not able to mlereept at that time what
they were talking to eachother and they had that. We roughly
estimated that per person the expenditure was about 20
thousand
per month which is nothing, What's a 20 thousand per month,
its a what
200 to something dollars, 225dollars per month which 1s
nothing. But 20
thousand Rupees into 15 thousand into 12 months is; Ladics
and
Gentlemen! 3.6 billion per annum. So, between three and a
half:
four billion Rupees was their annual budget. Now, you know
and
I know no amout of donations, no amount of charity, no
amount
of Zakat etc. is going to raise this money. Where 15 this money

coming from 15 a very, very big question. Rememberdon't loose



sight of the canvass on which this entire thing 1s being paid
out
that's the competition between the nation States, that was the
budgel and we are confident thal we are reasonably correet
and
we looked at the situation. They had. obviously this was not a
ordinary bunch of people and 1 talk about their
stralegmes later. The third poup thal we discerned was
the normal gangsters, criminals etc, who found it
convement to don the garb of the Taliban, The TTP
Join them, you know, light along with themalso at the
same time on the side carry on their own cniminal
activities of kadnapping for ransom, hired killing. vehicle
hijacking elc. ete. There was a fourth group, a very
interesting group a very shadowy one, very difficult to
put our figure on that and that was that whenever we
use to be able to reasonably control an area bring some
order ereate some sorl of reconeiliation in the arca
Suddenly, there
would be one incident and atrocity wluch would relight the

flame over. So, these were those agents at work who
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wanted this chaos to continue in the area. Who were
they working for people tell me that did our Pakistanis
are very, vou know, we have this, this paranoia, this
and so. 1 tell them, J - obsession with conspiracy and
Ladies and Gentlemen! If there were no conspiracics in this
world, there were no conspiracies then there
would have been no need for CIA, fora KGB ora
MUSAD ora RAW or ISl or
something. There are conspiracics that is why all this 15 there
and they all of these command a huge budget. So,
this is a reality and | will here just explain to vou that
between nation States there are two patterns of
competition. One is: when things go out of control and
we have a hot war that 1s when things go out of conttol
and vou have a hot war. And that is far and
fewbetween because hot wardscan be very destructive,
very expensive and nobodveansustain them for a long,
So. vou fall back into a more whatwe call the cold war
competition, IN the cold war and the hot war 1s the
regular armies are fighting eachother In the coldwar

who is fighting, who 1s competing. It is the mtelligence
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agencies so all the strongpowerful nations have very
strongpowerful competent intelligence agencies. We

wani o b a strong powerfulnation we must have
strong mtelligence agency and the other who want to
dominate you will try to weaken that just keep that in
mind whal I have said. Next time when you hear
statementswhen vou hear something in the Press
correlate it with no answer. Right, whenever we face
and I don't have to go into details. We heard things like
in February, 2008 we werg in a very tight position. No
doubt about it, | think, if vou ripped a call they were
saving Peshawar 1s going to fall anytime, They were all
over FATA had become totally no go area and it is a
fact. Ladies and Gentlemen! Let me tell you when 1 took
on the assignment, present assignment in 8th of
January, 2008 in two, three,days that I spent in
Peshawar, | realized that the state of Pakistan was in a
We were in physical & _ff &b (f Jlﬁ.' state of a retreat
refreat, were
were in ideological retreat. Physical retreat because whole

areas had been given up. there was no state of Pakistan
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in those areas. Whether it was tribal area, whether it was
We had -L¢/ Los ‘;j‘? /8 ,_.TJJ settled area, no go areas of
lost them and they had reached the
oulskirts of Peshawar, The weolomeal retreat was that we were
sitting and we used to be making terms for
development. we said:;we continue our work and we
would sav education. Ok, girls schools. | know in that
area they were not allowing girls schools from this
development programme For that region. ldeological
retreal and tve don'l allow polio vacemation over there
50 let us not keep up provision in our development
plans and budget for polio vaccmation, ideclogical
retreat. We were retreating, Italkabout the ideclogical
dimension lowards the end. So. we came up with the
counter strategy and today [ can confiding yvou, We
saaid our response. our counter-response. We will be in
three phases. The First 18 hold the hine, no more retreat
whatever we have lost bul there now no step backwards
- We will hold the ling in and i the first four months was
a most dilTicult perod when we held the line and the

greatest dif ficulty was that if vou recall in South
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Waziristan, There was a huge fight in
February 2008, Ladha Fort was under siege for 18 days. tiers of
conrage and valour was written down in those 18
days in a way these 243 boys led by a Major put up a
fight. I mean, yvou could make several Hollyvwood movies
over 1t the way they fought 1t out over there and the
way, Dmean, il ust explain o you beeanse that T want
io explain to vou this Ladha Fort Operation because
that was the turning point in all this. That was when we
were For the First mewe held the line. The Ladha For
had been invested, it is in a remote area we could not
reach it. 243 boys, voung boys led by young Major
were trapped i there under sicge very dil Ticult arca
Mountains, we could only give him some artillery
support and we realized that Ladha Fort is a pivot
around which the whole thing was now revolvin. And., Ladha
could not Tall and the ntelhgence agencies told me
that 32 hours
we have Ladha is going to fall. They were running short of
water, they were running, short of Teod. They had some

ammunition and we discussed and we said; we will not
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allow under (hal fall. So, we pul our plans in plans but
1ts going to be very, very difficult and we need it those
boys to hold on for at least, three weeks. So, | picked
Gy - Wl Lup the phone, Ladies and Gentlemen!
2 s £
and there was a Major Sahib. We got through to him on &— (%7
a satellite
phone beeavse il s all cut of T He was al almost 07 thousand
feet there was too heat also and there was
melting snow to drink water, They were runming out of
Firc-wood also, 1 talked to him and over telephone, 1
Eu{wﬁqug"yfb(é.‘gu/ﬁ‘smd;
Why 15 it so impertant. Ladha can not fall. If it falls our task
will be a

hundred times more easier so, we are counting upon vou. That,

fh_-Tf‘?h_:Lewé_.briy__..Jf L ki h{lé:&.d}uii.glf
And, they Fought it oul, 18 days-i v{.fk_,fwu"ﬂ
everyday before evening
§00, 1000 mortars, rocket 18 to rain n that fort.
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and hed 9 &ty b <= ) SRS L u},__fdr
just made one request,
~ i
Uq.-fnmra'lufui :J»L.,:’AKJQ:JE?L,EJJ f,:,:')f,_urﬂ?:/"‘
And, Ladies and Gentlemen! There was -&— b/ % !/
one operation Lill, you have
a fantastic nation and vou have a fantastic Army who did that,
There was one operation and if (here any
persons, intending (o be produces and Dirgctors or
movies. You can make a theme on that. It was a two
minute operation. Because there was no way we could
break in and go there and get these people outside. It
had to be helicopter, a helicopter with the pilot
{(volunteer). 09 regular Army soldiers (volunteer).
Because the bovs in the fort were all Frontier Corps
Scouts volunteers they went in, We were onthe phone,
we have been informed on the ‘progress. They went in
and we were pounding the all around the fort just to
keep things quite over there. But, once the helicopter
came within a certain range we had to stop artillery
because then we would have hit our own helicopter and

we gavethe signal at that time. All the soldierandthis
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Major and there was one youngCaptain from Sargodha
also with him and they opened out firing all on the hill
sites now. Hill sites were firing on them. In two minutes
operation under fire this helicopter lands in the Fort
evervbody is discharged the Shaheeds and injured arc
in this helicopter under fire lefts all. And, when 1 gotthe
signalthat we are safe and out and | said; now we have
Because after that pomt that ,JiJlf f done it and
we started moving forward. It was the last retreat that was a
point where we held to them. Tlus was the sort of
people who were fighting. 1 said; we can not loose.
Afiter thal vou saw our J.J-l'f.a*J |
down the strategies. So, the first was hold the line and we held
it by the grace of God. The sccond was that after
holding the line we will move forward to reclaim lost
ground. Today, as voursee we have move forward and
largely we are a back everywhere. It part from a few
pockets and we will be there also we have done that and
the third phase very important which has started now 1s
the . we have to hold the place. We have to move

forward with good-governance, socio-conomic
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development. That s what the area needs, that 1s the
third phase. We are st starting now. In this, there has
been a lot of criticism on the way, We have handled the
counter altack, counter response but let me tell vou. 1L
has been managed verv well. In one and a half vear see
where we are, see where we were and see where we are

now. And, loday the world s talking about this
Pakistani model of how to handle it and this was a well
thought out, well discussed, well debated strategy

which I can today share with you at that time we could
nol You see, I will explain o vou in such circumstances

in counter-insurgencies and counter-terrorism. There
are two simultaneous battles have been fought. One 15

the battle of arms and the other is the batile of deas.

You have seen that we have joined the battle of anus
but we still have to move Forward on the battle of ideas
But morg or that later. In the battle of arms vou have o
first shape the environment and for us the environment,

to shape the environment first was to we have to have
the people on our sides. Two vears ago, there was a lot

of sympathy for these Taliban. Although many don't
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parl in that. Now, people thought they were domy the
right thing. It was very important to get the people on
our side. So. we have to shape the environment and
there was no way we could do it all in one go, Good
military strategy means vou select yvour priorities and
then you forcus your strengthen over there. Do that
then move 1o the other, then mave te the other, move Lo
the other. And, while vou are doing and one vou have
to keep the other places on hold and people
musunderstood that. When we were halding those areas
they said there 18 no action going on. The govermment
15 tolerating and they are in fact .
Now, these - Jf :..':..l.rﬂ e L f&f.a' M = soldiers f;-_).!
sorl of
All we saw there and ub@‘ V¥ . I things conspiracies
there wa
could not even the respond (o 1t Because we were in the midst
of very importnat counter action but
evervwhere according to the
local conditions we shaped the environment For example, |

will give you one example of Swat, How did we
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shaped the environment? The key to shaping the
emvironment was;
It was a kev. 1 remember, d.u? (6" o2l 031 People said: J.«'F &
we were
again saying there 15, because we said those people they are
not sincere about Shariat but these people, people
of Swat, Dir etc. for over a century. They have managed
their af fairs under their Shariah and it 1s very near their
also and they want this, We had g5 (£ 7
promised in 1969 when we moult them imto mainstream Pakistan.
Woe said, that they said that vou will give us
Shanah and we said; we will but we didn't and see what
happened, We first gave them the normal law they
protested. We withdrew them, then we pave them the
FCR they protest again. We withdrew them then for 03
vears they were in a total Constitutional legal himbo. In
1973 Constitution, they were given some shape as
PATA and then there was no legal law, Even then, then
the Jirga laws were granted. Thev improved the
situation that with Book because the Jirga always ask

the disputants what law do you wanl vour case is to be
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udged and they said. they would invariably say;
Shariat, Shariat and it would. But in 1990 this Jirga law
was strucked down by the court. They said; 1t 1s
whatever, whatever, whatever they struck down. So. it
went mto agam hmbo, a legal Constitutional limbo with
the result after 1990, Sufi Muhammad and his
organization became violent and "balawawa., and you
see whal a mess we erealed. This s a largely self-created
mess but the key was that these militans were saying.
we will give

vou Shariat but we knew they were ust play in warlords and
thev had no interest in that. We said, give the
people what they want and the real face of these
militants will be exposed and then we will take them on
and there was a lol of debale. Somebody asked me, they
said Governor; vou were talking about this if vou give
them Shariah, Nizam-e-Adl. will the fighting stop. | said.
ne Sir s oing o pel hotler, They said; why are we
doing it. | said for this reason. We wantto expose these
people first to the. we can't do it without the supprot of

people, We dad i, T thought it wall take two months,
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Within one week the real face was exposed and then
vou saw all that and then the master stroke of our
strategy was that in counter-terrorism collateral damage
is something vou can not afford. Because vou loose the
support of the people. So, the best way because the
modern weapons are very destructive, The best way is
depopulate the area, take the people out, create IDPs
have a clear ground for you anything that moves 1s an
ustificd target. We did that, take action clear the area
take the people back. We first did it in February, 2008, it
was not publicised but when we went into Mechsud area
and we did a small action just to stabilize the sitnation
there. 167 thousand men, women and children came out
of Mehsud area and we took big action and then we
were able to stabilize the situation then we did it in Bajor
. same thing. The bigécst challenge, of course, Swal
because Bajor etc. these are small population, Bajor was
350 thousand but Swat, Malakand was 20 lacs and we
said. how are vou going to handle them and we
couldn't even expose our hand but we did it and, et me

tell vou this 15 a great nation. Pakistan 1s a great nation
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when it comes to the crunch when we need them they
are there. When this over onc week this huge torrent of
1DPs come out of Malakand, We, the government
system could only handle the 10% or 12% over 138 lacs
people were taken under roof by the people ol the area.
Mardan, Swabi, Charsada, Peshawar and Noshehra
They opened their doors. they said: you are our
brothers. Don't sit by the roadside
< Everybody taken - ff (£ b $ e - S 254~ U F17
and we did not see anvthing. What L U_[/( Um }T Jj /
vou saw was a l'ew camps
which was hardly accounted for 10, 12%. The rest were all
in people's houses. This is the nation that vou have, the
earthquake 1s an experience. Look at the earthquake, look at
the earthquake. I think that you will, 1, if perhaps there is
recent history no such example of a response that came from
the entire nation. This 1 what the people did and we were 1t,
pulled it of f and we are now doing it in South Waziristan again,
Again the Mehsud Tribe has voted in favour of Pakistan with
its f'eet. They have come out of the area where have they gone

They come into our camp, They are here with us in DIK. in
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Tank, We have their support. That 15 why, look at the
spectacular success we have had in South Waziristan against
the militants, And, tis enough about what we
God has been kind. Now, here | come to some issues ,irf f‘ [ did
that we
here which on the media and people lalk about, What T called
the simplistic approach. They talk about dialogue with
muilitants, remember one thing . States will only dialogue with
equals which means another State. The moment the State
thalogucs with the lerronst groups, Yoo have elevated their
status and degraded the status of the State. It is bad
48 gf: oo Jf b 4 el s udgement, 1t 1s a bad principle
tx b o blar g p S s ) f.;:.afl_,;d’ut-fg
Lﬂ‘;n_!yﬂffﬁa JJ}rJJIVﬁ';JJﬂ/Jibﬂ ,-’/u”l.;- il gl
ey AT L-;.f:)/ SUrvive
You have o be strong, So, - ff E;f,ﬁ L}__/“ Fill LI.:T ﬁvjf e
VOou can
You have, can dialogue, dialogue. (fnot dialogue with them.
We da
but who do we ba % L,I:" [ ¥ L dialogue 2 ,.."ig_[."; =tialogue

dialogue.
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We dialogue with people because the people are the owners of
the State and therefore, if we are, 1f we are dialoging with the
people. The Mehsud Tribe, the Swatis, the Bajon. Why!
Because they are the owners that's why we dialogue with them
and why dialogue with them is that
ST f et opf s, Lipudi,
and. . L0 L BT st T T
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