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So, the Presidency of the Mr. Obama because he has to ==
have re-clection lus Four year terms ends in November, 2012
dependence u{ [ depends on the situation in the regions. So
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in the region itself in Afghanistan &— &k & S~ - & 4 b L



their was the India factor also | mentioned . India was very
close to Mr.Bush also . They were very keen that the
American troops

stay on, that they should not been a dialogue with the Talaban
. but that policy has been over turned = So, in the new
situation

that 1s emerged there is a certain level of importance of China
and Pakistan and India has been some what Tittle bit side lined
in the regional situation and vou can see last week at the
conference which is held in the Istanbul in Turkey . The
Turkish Government which had invited the leaders from
Paksitan and Afghamistan aslo and China and so forth, thev
had not invited India = So there is this new situation where
they are going lo. 1 just say new realities and | think that the
Indian side has now responded positively to Pakistan's
overture for a dialogue and this one season of that opening or
U-turn from India on dialogue. Their Home Minister is
coming {o Pakistan Mr. Chadam Baram on 26th of February
and then they are having Forcign Sceretaries's level talks
before that after a gap of almost two years. So this change of

line is also linked with the Afghan situation and the third arca



whire we see a certain. change m the geo-political
environment a part from Obama's strategy, a part from
Vi Afghanistan 15 China. 'The nise of China, people now accept
The twenty First ecentory will be the JJ‘: ($ae u( A (Faw u‘r-'rr
Asian century and in the Asian century the kee country which
15 moving forward in that or leading this movement towards in
Asian cenlury
is China, which recorded the highest growth rate last vear
nine percent 1 economic growth rate. So, this again
Pakistan's neighbour and good friend . 5o, the situation 1s
peopolitical seenano is moving (o our advantage at a very
difficult
movement when we are having other challenges as well at
home. Now what a needs to be done for the future as far as
Pakistan is concerned. No. |, while we are having
problems with terrorism, while we are combating terrorism,
but we should accept that we stll do not have an efTective
counter terror strategy, Which needs to be put together
between the civil and the military, between the Federal and
the Provincial Governments and also a more efficient

mtelligenes network . that iz capable of cracking and



combating terrorism. So this is something which the State of
Pakistan needs to focus on, as a national responsibility

because the challenges are of a dif ferent kind. the challenges
are more soplusticated and for the state apparatus to be
meeting those challenges there has to be a more scientific,

more sophisticated approach, DNA analvsis, forensic labs and
g0 forth that 18 one imporlant area and in that every body has
lo play a role. It is not st the responsibility of one setup

in the centre but collectively. It 15 a national responsibility
where the media has to be involved, where the people also

have to be involved in that because the kind of threats that we
have Faced. For example when the Sri Lankan crickers incident
took place in March, 2009 m Lahore that had already been
mentioned before in the media that there may be an attack by
terronists on the Sn Lankan cricketers, but the attack took place
and there were no counter measures , So | am referring to that
kind of situation . Second in terms of the Focus on FATA
There has been a Fatlure of successive governments overtime

in the last twenty five, thirty years that the kind of
development .education . health | mfrasturcture that should

have been devoted to the FATA region that has nol been done
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amd il is beeanse of that failure that the situation is such that
today FATA is at the centre of a situation which is unstable
and volatile. 5o there has to be a comprehensive plan. socio-
economic and palitical For that region whieh 1s not done m the
past throughout different Governments and by political T
mean that the Political Parties Act should be extended to the
FATA region. So that the FATA region 15 able to participate
in national politics like the rest of the people of Pakistan
through political parties that operate in elections that are held
periodically and plus the social and development process.
There has been talk of what 15 lermed as Recontrustion
Opportunity Zones, ROZees, but nothing has been done so far,
There has been no legislation in the US so far for that
purpose and | think that there is a focus For that because the
key to that arca's stability in the long term has to be
economic development, social develgpment, health, education,
infrastructure and political reforms as mentioned. There 15 also
an important need that in our Toreign policy relations with
neighbours . We have one problem with India, we have Lo
continue the dialogue with India . the dialogue will resume but

also other neighbours whether it s Alghanistan, whether it s



Iran, Chaina also we have a good relationship but sometimes
there are issues that crop up so m the neighbourhood if there
15 peace in the region. If today the Americans are there
tomorrow they will not be there . So this 15 important that the
relationshap with our neighbours be there amd spacially on the
issuc of Afghamstan, the neighbours of Afghanistan | they
have to be equally involved to ensure peace and stability and
their six neighbours are Pakistan. lran. China, Turkmanistan,
Tajkistan and Uzbekistan | So they have Lo be equally involved
in thal stluation and finallv | would sav that in the larger
context , i the broader context there 15 a focus of the
International community an Pakistan For the Tast so many vears
Now it is even more pronounced. So thev have a strategic
stake in the stability of Pakistan and the Pakistam State and
¥ oo ¥ alson this new situation the global balance of power
that is moving from west to cast. Far e~ <18 < L & [_-,J..'-'i;
most of the 20th century power was in the hands of western
countries . Political power, military power, economic power.
Specially the US. European
countries that 1s changing now. The power balance is

shifting towards Asia. The rise of economic powers first



China then even India, Japan. Korea, then the Asian tigers
That otherwise also the developments in the region and

also we are seemng militarily specially and economically the
decling of America. The kind of influence, the kind of control
America had in the region in that area from lsreal

through India that has been weakened | You can see thatl in

the: last few years there have been two wars of Isreal ,
America's close proxy in the region. One with the Hizbullah in
Lebanon and the other with the Hamas in the Palestine and
vour ean sce the results of that, that Isreal was not able to over
power these groups and these states. So this has been a
transformation. So on balance the regional situation is moving
i a certaim dircetion for the next three four five vears, At
least for th next five vears I would say the focus will remain
on Pakistan. We remain a pivotal player. There is dependence
of the Internation system on Pakistan and the US also is
dependent on Pakistan because without Pakistam support

and cooperation this area can not be stabilized. So, the
situation geopolitically has moved to our advantage. How we
use 1t that 15 the important thing. How we play cards and

commulalively as | said before that within the country



specially in Pakistani society these developments which have
been important in the last few vears have strengthen the civil
society of Pakistan, have given more confidence to the people
of Pakistan. But overall if vou see the Muslim world as a whole
there is and there remains serious problem of direction, of
stability, of leadership because there is a gap between the
masses and rulers and the ruled and that gap 1s not just n
Pakistan it 15 also in most Muslim countries. But the media
revolution has been important in channelizing lot of the
thoughts and

thinking of the people not just in Pakistan and the Muslim
world and one other last thing | would says that the most
vouthful population i the world today belongs to Mushim
countries. Sixty percent of population of Pakistan, of Iran, of
Iraq. of Saudi Arabia, of Evgpt , of Palestine and the Arab
world also is youth people under the age of thirty five. So,
that I think is an important element . So. there are other
challenges with this what is termed as vouth bulge
challenges of education, challenges of employment and also
the battle of ideas in which the west and Muslim world is

engaged in. But there is a lot of dvnamism, there 1s a lot of
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vibrancy in the people, in the societies and specially in the

youth and Insha Allah that is the challenge that ensure that

we can over come the dif ficulties and move on to a betier

tomorrow Insha Allah Thank vou very much and on that note

I will close my presentation sir and T wall gun you.

Mr. Speaker: Thank vou, Mushahid Sahib we will take ten to
twelve questions and then its time will be over.
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Honourable Minister for ,._./ﬁ' v ol al A
Information and Hanan Al Abbasi sahib, T have also had
the pleasure of helding this portfolio and it is a verv difficult
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how powerful the new conservatives ([ democracy <= .( Al
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So, the answer 1o your £—» f.'(. C,J,-:’ 28 "[c: -‘_C"Kul - h{:"
question that why now Obama, why not before 1s because
before there was a dif ferent admimstration which had a
dif ferent world view, Obama came with a change policy and he
ning < LAY 4 IL,J.!;’I ¥ usl ._.{r | ~“#» is trying to change that.
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from Karachi. Mushid Sahib given our issucs that (52
we have faced in Pakistan . You mention the war in
Afghanistan, the proxy war with India, the internal conflict we
have, Balochistan Provincial Autonomy, the various 1ssues we
faced today is a not time the we re-visit our model of
democracy or is our democracy strong enough to take us
through this, this times of trouble and secondly where you see

Pakistan post five years from now,

S

Senator Mushahid Hussain Syed: Thank vou Alvi Sahib and |

would say that 1 go to Karachi very frequently almost every
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month . 1 meet people there because 1 feel that in Pakistan's
Federation the key role of knitting the federation together s
that of political partics because political parties come from
different parts of Pakistan and they have a shared vision for the
future and 1 was verv much mpressed by the people of Karachi
that when | went there a day after the Bolton Market incident
m the first week of Janurary, There was an ettempt to spark of
ethnic  or scctarian  riots . DBut the valian people of Karachi
rose lo the occation. They were united in their grief and united
m  therr belief  that we have to work  together accross these
lines . So this shows  the level of maturity and understanding of
people . This 1s just a preface to what vou sand  This is a very
fundamental question that  wvou have asked and a more
experience  person  silting on my right . But Sir with vou
permission 1 do agree with vou that there has been a problem
A manufacturing defect in ]}L';lltjf.‘ﬂi system  thal often it has
been an alliance of the wrban and rural rich and people from
outside.  Now, if' vou want (o enter politics. how do you do it.
Unless vou have big money, unless you have rich and famous
dady or something else. So, this is a problem. 1 always give

the example of the Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali  Jinnah
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because he should be the role model for uws as Pakistams. As a
man of impeachable micgrity and character.
G Ll e ¢ -t 24Ut i..f_—.«a; + Sl
&1 J!I'/!J- < b establishment (JL & u._._-T P el L';}{"'f
Quaid-e-Azam had no atom bomb. <— P l.rT ..J:/' L,[”r,J/-’.Tr
Quaid-e-Azam had no army. Quaid-e-Azam had no
gstablishment. Infact. the British Empire was against him and
a lot of people from the Mushims and the Hindus were apainst
him. But, he had the courage of convictions and most
importanly he had a character. Nobody can raise a finger on
his lnancial integrity and he had the support ol the Muslm
masses through a political organization that is Muslim League
vou have to broaden the base of ([} (/! JSoun bl fSo,
the political system bringing more people Lo a middle class
LG professionals, women, young people, minorities.
it should be only confined huat-‘igr.‘.. toa (S v’_‘”‘ o= J JT el
people from certain class based on certain blood relationships
or money.  And | think that process is already underway. In
Karachi, it is there. 1t is also happening in other parts of
-t £ ¢ u:"g; ! Pakistan. And I think thanks Lo the Media.
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that is an d' -:.?_l.r &,J: o u( i.l.rT S ¢ ;_f /(
h-{| & 1% A3y oy accountability. [was in Lahore last week,
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($.7~713 - J{ L B L‘EL A4k £ 1 think that change is underway.
we had an opportunity twenty  (§* B five vears on. =4
LEEH - o (fis T,-’-'.- U - RN UL, vears earlier 1989
mustakes we made | think our Afghan Policy may be made
Idr ¥ 7 mistakes. We over reached till that, We thought
and I am very < Lif'/ dominate f&‘.’. gl (f m e Y urf-j;
Pakistan has no intention J Ury £ L b dus dL—r‘ ;J_,;’ happy
s d; ‘_,{:'(‘ - ,_4/( _ﬁ} JJ,-J-; 4! of controlling Afghanistan.
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But. | feel that over time important thing is that the political

Lo ol process should continue. The system should continue.
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that lot of 1ssues arc resolved within the system. And 1 think
that gives me hope that in Pakistan we have lot of dynamic
voungmen and women, other people of mitcgrity like Mr,
Wazir Jogazar who had contributed and and who is still
contributing. He is spending his time here because he wants
that vou can learn from his wisdom and cxperience and that is
active &)k &~ v after the America L (what we are doing
Syt A .E'f. JI. SN g,ll;@ < contingent [kt
We have no muslims in Hati.no - (f &0 &3 £ ~ '
So, I think that spirit is - &gl = ..J: | Pakistanis in Haiti, but
J‘/]"} db-@ & Ii:*,f apply L,Cq..-fu'..* e £ B ‘.{i 4 there
e S oy M 1Y e e b L u;} 431 resilience
they face the crisis, they combat the crisis, they overcome the
2.2 million 1% g crisis and then they move on. Last vear
people became refugees, internally .di.*-cl}ilacuni persons (1DPs)
nearly d_' in Swat, Malakand. More than Palestune . Palestine
80 percent of them i_.fﬂ | e L b4 UE - 2 mullion
where housed in homes of families and friends. not relugec
LAL W L AL o g AL O ot camps
sl _Jﬁ spirit 8 &— Ul Lot il _l:—(qi_.- u!’.’J. JiVaw.



most ol them 90 percent returm back peacelully. My son s

2 Ul L,r{"’: studving in the US bachleors, he came back
I want to go to Swat. He went there alone, he went 1o b W

he went to Swabi and L,(; :"fr P PR & J:/ bt Swabi

also o Mardan and there were three girls from Islamabad and

Lahore with hum. there were boys with lum . He volunteered

Y < T = u}i,r : ;E_T ‘.ff M and he is not the only one

people want to serve S J* ;;,Il:lvqf, U/ volunteerism  &— spirt

so, that &— (b g’-{ WL uﬁ <Ay ol Ul # eachother

i~ five vears down the line  _Jf S A h:-T ¥ gives me hope.
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Miss Gul Andaam Orakzai:  Gul Andaam Orvakzai! 1 ust want

to ask that iff there 15 an American pullout how does that effect

Pakistan , because the Taliban mught lay low for a bit, for a

while, waiting for the pullout to happen. Once that is over will

we not expenienee another problem over  there . Will the  region

nol return to its original State? Thank vou.

Senator Mushahid Hussain  Syed:  Verv  relevant and a  very

good questton Miss Orakza . What has happened in this since

nine cleven and  sinee October 2001 and  the ouster of  the
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Taliban Government that the Afghamistan itsell  is  undergoing
a lot of changes  The Afghamstan that was there in the
Taliban period and  the Afghanistan that is today there s
qualitative  different . In  Afghanistan also vou have about
a dozen private media channels . It has become a more  diverse
plural society . Women arc playing a very active role unlike the
Taliban period So, I do not foresee one faction completely
taking over Afghamstan and running it the way |, they  would
like to according lo their vision, according to their world view
as happened in the past. I think they would have to be a grand
coalition  government of  different  Tactions  including  the
Taliban = But including other factions also, other ethnic groups
also and like Pakistan, Afghanistan 15 a beautiful montage of
modernity and  tradition of different ethmic groups and  there arc
modern politicians who wear three picce suils and  there  are
warlords who wear shalwar kamiz with long beard. So. 1 think
that kind of coalition would have to be there and we will not
revert in my view to the period necessarily that we saw before
ning eleven given the silwation and do not forget now in
Afghamstan there are a lot of other players also not just i

USA . The biggest private forcign investor in Afghanistan s
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today China . 3 4 Wilhon dollars = Russia, European countrics
Iran, Central Asian countries, L[ven Pakistan has invested 300
million dollars . We are a poor country but you know the
Jalal Abad Read we had bwilt, other things we are building = So,
India 15 active, India invested 1.1 bilhon dollars there . Japan
has st given one billion dollars there . So. given that
international  situation , given the stakes wmvolved . 1 do oot
foresee that fear which vou have st express that a reversion
to that what happened pre-nine eleven. It will be a coalition of
different groups and no one faction will be in power and |1
would sav that it would be a democractic coalition because an
elected coalition also. Seo, not through st use of arms and
there will be International guarantees o Afghanistan  for  the
future? May be there would be a peace keeping force of the
United  Nalions and the Islamic countries . Those Islamic
countries which are not bordering Afghanistan alongwith the
other countries to ensure that the peace and stability is there
For a certain period after the American exit.
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