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This monitor is meant to identify key developments during the month on Internal Democracy of Political 
Parties in Pakistan. In this issue:

Jamiat-Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) – Nowshera chapter meets to hold a vote 
of no confidence meeting

On January 16, 2016, a meeting of the party's district body was convened to hold a vote of no confidence 
against the District Amir of Nowshera, Mufti Sajjad. Provincial Secretary General of the JUI-F, Maulana 
Shujaul Mulk and Deputy President of KP, Maulana Attaul Haq presided over the meeting. As per media 
reports, Maulana Shujaul Mulk had stated that the no confidence move against Mufti Sajjad had died down, 
and that action would be taken against the activists for violating the party discipline. However, while 
speaking at a press conference after the meeting, former Provincial Secretary General of the JUI-F in KP and 
dissident party activist, Mufti Hakim Ali Haqqani claimed that the no confidence move had been successful 
and accused Maulana Shujaul Mulk of bypassing the decision of the majority members of the party's District 
Executive Committee. A total of 220 votes out of the 295 members who were present expressed no confidence 

1in the present district cabinet and a fresh election should be organised.  

rdAccording to the JUI-F constitution, a 2/3  majority should be present in the house in order for the motion to 
rdpass. Maulana Shujaul Mulk informed PILDAT that a 2/3  majority was not present as Mufti Hakim Ali 

2Haqqani and his supporters refused to enter the house.  Hence, the current cabinet remains in the office along 
with the District Amir, Mufti Sajjad. Carrying out the due procedure to settle matters of dispute and dissent is 
indicative of intra-party democracy in JUI-F. 

Pakistan Muslim League – Nawaz (PML-N) – Members contesting on RMC 
reserved seats as independent candidates

For the Rawalpindi Municipal Corporation (RMC) elections scheduled for February 8, 2016, 
prospective PML-N members will contest elections as independent candidates due to the failure of the 
party to issue tickets. January 29, 2016 was the deadline to assign party tickets with the returning officer, 
which was not met. A separate election symbol was then issued to independent candidates contesting on 

3reserved seats by the returning officer.  

Pakistan Muslim League – Nawaz (PML-N) – Applications sought with non-
refundable amounts as fee

In the aftermath of winning the recent Local Government election, the PML-N district leadership of Sialkot 
has sought applications with non-refundable amounts as fee, from all those wanting to contest for the 
positions of Chairmen, Vice-chairmen and Mayors. 

i) For the seats of Chairmen of District Councils and Mayors of Municipal Corporations, the 
candidates are required to pay Rs. 200,000 as fee in order to apply for the party ticket. 

ii) Candidates for the slots of Vice-chairmen District Council, Deputy Mayor Municipal Corporation 
and Chairmen Town Committees, are required to pay a fee of Rs. 100,000. 

iii) Candidates for the seats of Vice-chairmen of the Town Committees would be required to pay Rs. 
50,000. 

iv) For the special seats of District Council and Municipal Corporation, candidates would pay Rs. 
15,000.

v) For the special seats of Town Committees, a fee of Rs. 5,000 will be required. 
As per media reports, a number of PML-N candidates, upon condition of anonymity, expressed their concerns 

4over the high amounts of application fees for party tickets.
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Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf (PTI) – Date of completion of intra-party elections announced

While addressing a press conference held on January 15, 2016, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman Imran Khan stated that the party's 
thintra-party elections would be completed before April 25, 2016. The 20  anniversary of the party is due to be celebrated on April 25, 2016 by 

which time it was hoped that the election process would be concluded. 

Mr. Imran Khan reiterated that an interim set-up was working in order to 
hold the intra-party elections, and that everything was being done in 
accordance with the decision of the PTI election tribunal headed by 
Justice (r) Wajihuddin. The membership campaign is currently on-going 
that would continue for two months (which means till March) and it is 
being made sure that irregularities from the last party elections are not 
repeated. In order to strictly maintain the neutrality and independence of 
the intra-party election process, it would have been better to leave all such 
election-related announcements to the party election commission while 
the party chairman who himself may be a candidate in the forthcoming 
election, should take a proverbial back seat.   

While addressing a press conference held on January 15, 2016, Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman Imran Khan stated that the party's intra-

thparty elections would be completed before April 25, 2016. The 20  
anniversary of the party is due to be celebrated on April 25, 2016 by which 
time it was hoped that the election process would be concluded. 

Mr. Imran Khan reiterated that an interim set-up was working in order to 
hold the intra-party elections, and that everything was being done in 
accordance with the decision of the PTI election tribunal headed by 

5Justice (r) Wajihuddin.  The membership campaign is currently on-going 
that would continue for two months (which means till March) and it is 
being made sure that irregularities from the last party elections are not 
repeated. In order to strictly maintain the neutrality and independence of the intra-party election process, it would have been better to leave all 
such election-related announcements to the party election commission while the party chairman who himself may be a candidate in the 
forthcoming election, should take a proverbial back seat.   

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf (PTI) – Chaudhry 
Muhammad Sarwar contesting for the position of 
party president of Punjab chapter

On January 23, 2016, PTI Punjab Organiser Chaudhry Sarwar announced 
that he would contest the intra-party elections because the party's election 
rules contain no clause that bars him from contesting the election for the 
position of President of PTI Punjab. He, according to him, had also 
consulted the party Chairman Imran Khan who reportedly allowed him to 

6contest for the post.

Chaudhry Muhammad Sarwar had joined PTI on February 10, 2015 soon 
after he resigned as the Governor of the Punjab. He was appointed as PTI 

7organiser in Punjab only 3 months later. According to Section 5 of the 
Political Parties Order of 2002, a person cannot be appointed or serve as 
an office-bearer of a political party if he is not qualified to be, or is 
disqualified from being, elected or chosen as a member of the Parliament 
under Article 63 of the Constitution of Pakistan. Article 63 (k) states that a 

5. PTI's intra-party polls to be completed before April 25: Imran, DAWN, January 16, 2016, as accessed on February 11 at 
http://www.dawn.com/news/1233366/ptis-intra-party-polls-to-be-completed-before-april-25-imran 

6. No clause bars me from intra-party election: Sarwar, DAWN, January 25, 2016, as accessed on http://www.dawn.com/news/1235235/no-clause-bars-me-from-
intra-party-election-sarwar 

7. Imran Khan announces interim PTI organisational set-up, Geo TV, May 23, 2015, as accessed on http://www.geo.tv/latest/3250-imran-khan-announces-
interim-pti-organisational-set-up 

PTI Chairman Imran Khan addressing a press conference with PTI 
Election Commission members

PTI Punjab Organiser Chaudhry Muhammad Sarwar (Centre) 
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8. MQM abolished unit and sector system, DAWN, January 18, 2016, as accessed on February 12 at http://www.dawn.com/news/1233730/mqm-abolishes-unit-
and-sector-system 

9. Information received from Mr. Rehan Hashmi by PILDAT on February 11, 2016
10. ANP forms panel on corridor project, DAWN, January 5, 2016, as accessed on February 11 at http://www.dawn.com/news/1230892/anp-forms-panel-on-

corridor-project 
11. Committee formed to handle affairs of the CPEC, ANP Official Website, January 4, 2016, as accessed on Jan 31, 2016 at 

http://awaminationalparty.org/main/?p=10431

person shall be disqualified from being elected or chosen as, and from being, a member of the Parliament, if he has been in the service of 
Pakistan or of any statutory body or any body which is owned or controlled by the government or in which the government has a controlling 
share or interest, unless a period of two years has elapsed since he ceased to be in such service. Mr. Sarwar had resigned from the position of 
Governor Punjab on January 29, 2015 and the two years period would complete on January 29, 2017. 

Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) – Constitutional amendment: Abolishment of Unit and Sector 
system

Addressing a party workers' convention on January 17, 2016, 
the MQM chief Mr. Altaf Hussain announced the 
restructured set-up of the party. The 'Unit and Sector system' 
in Karachi was abolished and a new organizational set-up 
was introduced. The 'Unit' of the MQM's organisational 
structure would be called as 'Union Committee' and 'Unit in-
charge' would be called as 'UC organiser'. Similarly, 'Sector' 
would be called as 'Town' and 'Sector in-charge' would be 
called as 'Town organisers'.

It was reported in the media that objections to terms 'Unit' and 
'Sector' were made as the terms were also used by the 
Pakistan Army. However, the change is also aimed at 
harmonising the basic party structure with the city's local 
government set-up in order to bring improvement to the 

8overall working of the party.  

According to Article 10 of MQM's constitution, “No rules and Regulations or any part of this constitution shall be rescinded or amended 
except by a 2/3 vote of the Committee.” As the change in the organisational set-up requires a constitutional amendment, Mr. Rehan Hashmi of 

9MQM informed PILDAT that the prescribed process was followed before making this decision.  A meeting of the Rabita Committee was held 
on the day of announcement in Karachi and a 2/3 majority favoured this amendment. The amendment is limited only to Karachi's set-up and for 
a period of 2 years, which means, that by the next General Election of 2018, the organisational set-up may be reverted.  

Awami National Party (ANP) – Seven-member Committee formed on CPEC

10The ANP has constituted a seven-member committee on matters related to the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).  

According to a press release issued on the party's official website, Secretary General Mian Iftikhar Hussain has set-up the committee which is 
11going to be headed by Mr. Afrasiab Khattak on the orders of the party chief, Mr. Asfandyar Wali Khan. 

The members of the committee are: 
1) Mr. Afrasiab Khattak
2) Mr. Mian Iftikhar Hussain
3) Mr. Ameer Haider Khan Hoti
4) Mr. Zahid Khan
5) Ms. Bushra Gohar
6) Mr. Daud Khan
7) Mr. Khushal Khattak

The seven-member group will focus on the CPEC, especially its western route and will make all party decisions on the developments and 
activities related to it. 

MQM workers gathered to listen to their party chief's announcement of the 
constitutional amendment 

ANP
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